GEORGE V                                   917

Bill passed the Commons* It was thrown out by the Lords,
re-introduced, and passed a second time by the Commons,
If passed a third time (as it was in 1914), it must, under
the Parliament Act, become law, for the Lords could not
stop it. Racial and religious differences and antagonisms
were, however, so long-standing and so bitter that Ulster
refused to accept the Act 'which the Protestants there be-
lieved would put them under the domination of a Roman
Catholic Parliament. They declared that they would rebel
rather than agree.1 The Conservative Party in England
warmly supported them. Feelings rose to fever pitch, and a Ulster
climax was reached when most of the officers at the garrison
at the Curragh camp let it be known that they would rather
be dismissed from the army than undertake active operations
against the Ulstermen. This " mutiny " caused Asquith, the
Prime Minister, to take over the office of Secretary for War,
But the Ulster " rebellion " never came to a head, for a
great European war was imminent
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CAUSES OF THE WAR OF 1914r-1918

Prussia, throughout the nineteenth century, had been
rising to the position of a great power.  Under Bismarck the mse of
States of Germany had been united into the German Empire. Germany
He had (see p. 878) declared her a " satiated " power, with
no wish for expansion, but the next generation did not share
these views. Kbiser Wilhelm II succeeded his father in 1888,
and Bismarck fell from power.    Bismarck had humiliated
France and annexed Alsace-Lorraine, but he did not wish

1 Their supporters said, '* Ulster will fight and Ulster will be right *'.